
 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
In 1 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul opens his letter with these words, “I give thanks to my God always for you 
because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus” (1 Cor. 1:4). These feel like good words for me 
as I think about this last year and sharing in mission with you, my fellow WestSiders. 2018 was a year full of 
good ministry and some fun surprises.  
 
In ministry, the council and I worked on three goals, as outlined below. 
Goal 1: Actively explore and establish community partner relationships for the sake of engaging needs 
in the community and connecting services to needs. One of our value words at WestSide is engaged, which 
essentially means that we want to know our neighbors. This goal helped us to be engaged and we worked on it 
through furthering neighborhood relationships with the block party and a food truck night, at which local 
organizations were able to make local connections, and opening our space for community groups, including a 
Cub Scout troop, home associations, and a spring soccer team.  
 
Goal 2: Invite a Faith Formation Group to creatively think and plan how we engage all ages in maturing 
in faith, using our core values as a guide. A group of WestSiders gathered in the fall as this Faith Formation 
Group and from that conversation, we have refocused our Wednesday nights on our value words of 
intergenerational, uncomplicated, and engaged, finding in Wednesday nights an equal opportunity to Gather, 
Grow, and Go as Sunday morning. With the addition of an intern pastor this fall, we have also been able to 
launch a Sunday morning series called, “Faith Basics,” with classes aimed at specific age groups. 
 
Goal 3: Establish a plan to manage, collect, and streamline our information systems to support 
WestSide communications. We are a community of faith and good communication is essential to any 
community. We have been updating information at the end of 2018 and have worked hard on staff to establish a 
good data management and communications system.  
 
In addition to working on these goals, there are other things from 2018 to highlight, including our invitation to be 
a teaching congregation by hosting an intern from Luther Seminary, who is generously sponsoring the intern 
position with a $23,000 grant. In turn, WestSiders are generously providing an environment in which our intern 
can gain experience and knowledge from the doing of ministry. I am particularly grateful to the Internship 
Committee, which consists of Janet Kittams (chair), T.J. Nelson, Melisa Farke, Montie Horn, Thomas Elness, 
and Gloria Buck. 
 
In June, we received word that we had been awarded a $2,000 grant from the Hour of Hope Foundation, 
specifically for doing outreach ministry through media, aimed at those who do not attend church. This has led to 
work on a podcast, to be launched in early 2019. 
 
In stewardship, WestSiders continue to be delightfully generous. It takes a lot of hands to carry out mission here 
and WestSiders are quick to offer their hands to help, which you can see when we go to places like Food to You 
and when we have events like our Block Party. Financially, we invited WestSiders to stretch this year and, no 
surprise, the response went above and beyond expectation. As we mature, this will need to be our continued 
story; I do not doubt our capabilities.  
 
My work is joyful on a daily basis because I get to work with an extremely gifted co-worker in Kevin Stillson. I 
count it as privilege to be on staff with him. I also thank the council, Pam Homan, Mike Murdy, Char Skovlund, 
Gary Marohl, and Megan Hay, for their leadership and work. 
 
Looking forward to 2019!  
Pastor Heidi Binstock 


